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vague, disquieting reports, of great movements of religious
fanaticism agitating the Catholic masses.1 On both sides the
habit of wearing distinctive colours had already begun, and it
added greatly to the prevailing anarchy. General Knox, whose
masculine mind often leant towards stem measures, but never
towards trivial ones, mentions that Lord Carhampton himself had
taken a green handkerchiefl from the neck of one of the enrages/
and asked what possible good such proceedings could effect.2
On one occasion a female patriot accosted one of the Ancient
Britons who was on guard at Newry, and was very roughly
handled. She boasted that, though they might prevent her
from wearing a green handkerchief, they could not prevent her
from wearing green garters, and the soldiers then tied her
petticoats round her neck, and thus sent her home.3

Such things naturally produced fierce riots. On one occasion,
on a fair day, at Stewartstown, in the county of Tyrone, some
yeomen began to tear off promiscuously every green ribbon and
handkerchief, from men and women. In a moment, the whole
market-place was in a blaze. Swords, bayonets, spades, and
every other weapon that could be found, were employed, and a
number of men were soon seriously wounded.4 On the following
12th of July, when the people of the same town were celebrating
the usual Protestant anniversary, a large body of the Catholic
Kerry Militia attacked them with bayonets in the market-place.
The dragoons and yeomen were called out. Seven of the militia
were killed, six wounded, and the remainder captured, while
five of the dragoons and yeomen, as well as two countrymen,
were killed, and many others badly wounded.5 On the following
day, a party of dragoons, under Lord Blayney, who were sent to
pacify the country, encountered a party of the North Kerry
Militia, and either through resentment, or, as the court-martial
decided, through confusion and panic, at once attacked them,
and killed three.6 At Cookstown, the Newry Militia attacked
the yeomen, who wore orange ribbons in honour of the Battle
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